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As part of our ongoing quest to collect DanaPoint memorabilia, the Historical Societyhas recently acquired two street lanternsfrom the Woodruff era. The lanterns, pictured below,were acquired from Joel Wadsworth of Washington.They had been in the family for several decades. Oralfamily history has these lanterns migrating to LagunaBeach (where others are today) where they were usedas street lamps in the Heisler Park area on Cliff Driveand Myrtle Street.The lanterns originallydecorated the streets ofDana Point in the late 1920sas developer S. H.Woodruff began to build hisnew town with all utilitiesunderground. Along thenRoosevelt Highway, thelamp post had a top light thecolor of the street: ruby,golden, crystal, or green, toname a few. But as the development died in the late30s, so did the town, and the lanterns slowlydisappeared. Some went to collectors, some were“appropriated” for scrap, and others sayCounty officialsfinally snatched the remaining lamps in the late 40sand sold them for 50 cents apiece.Our newly acquired lamps were a gift to WinnieEverett of South Laguna, great aunt ofWadsworth, fromHeinz Kaiser. Kaiser was anOrange County Supervisorfor the 5thDistrict. Born in Germany, he was first a chefin New York before opening a restaurant in NewportBeach. He was first elected as Supervisor in 1950 andwas a strong supporter of the proposed Dana Point boat
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A new era in sailing began in 1969 with introduc-tion of the Hobie Cat 14, whose 40th anniversary willbe celebrated this year locally with a Hobie Catregatta.The Hobie Cat 14 was launched in 1968 inCapistrano Beach. This “people’s racing boat” wasthe brainstorm of Dana Point surfer-surfboard creatorHobie Alter. The light, fast 14-foot catamaran and itslarger descendants have become classics throughoutthe world.Hobie’s two sons now captain the family businessand licensing operations. Hobie Jr. will share with usin words and visuals how he grew up here as his father’screations were changing the art of boat racing. Hall ofFamer Hobie Jr. and his brother Jeff both becameworldchampions in racing competitions featuring theirfather’s crafts. Surfing and sailing in local waters wasthe family’s way of life.Our program will begin with a social time at 6:30p.m., with the meeting beginning about 7 p.m. Guestsand refreshments are specially invited.
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HobieAlter and his familyarrive in Dana Point Harbor viacatamaran. Left to right:Hobie’s first wife, Hobie Jr.,son Jeff, and Hobie. (Photocourtesy of Surfline Magazine.)
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March was a busy month! We had a verygood turnout at our programmeeting lastmonth at the Surfing HeritageFoundation in San Clemente. Read elsewhere in thisnewsletter to learn more of this tremendous facility.Hopefully, you read in the Dana Point News andthe Orange County Register about the release of oureducational DVD for 3rd graders. It has been very wellreceived, and soon we hope to make it available to thepublic. It is currently available on loan at the library.We have also updated our membership pamphletwhich gives a very nice pictorial of the accomplishmentsof the Society. We will use it for soliciting newmembership and introducing residents to the Society.If you have friends or family you would like to send itto, pick one up at our monthly meetings or at theChamber of Commerce at our outreach desk. Thanksgo toMary Crowl for its design and to Beacon Printing.Our collection continues to grow, and some arehighlighted herein. We have also received a series of
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35mm slides of the construction of the harbor taken byBarbara McCarthy and provided to us by MaryBurrough. We have scanned them and have them in aslide show which neatly shows the development of theharbor over the years of activity. If you have any 35mmslides of the harbor under construction, share themwithus, and we will include them in the show.Home tour activities have begun, grant writing hasbegun, a 20th city birthday party planning has begun,and restoring the original adobe wall and gate entranceto Doheny State Park, which was constructed by theCCC in 1936, is being proposed.As a result we have plenty of opportunities for helpon all of these projects. More specifically, we are inneed of an individual who would inventory our retailmerchandise and restock as necessary for our boothdisplays and meetings. Contact a board member tovolunteer.We will look for you at our next program meetingwhere we will hear more on the surfing industry.

“Darrell Harmon (pictured here), CityPlanning Director for Placentia and chairman ofthe Site Selection Committee for the OrangeCounty World’s Fair, points out Dana Point landoffered to the Fair group for use as a site for the1968-69 extravaganza.

“Harmon said the site, a George Capronproperty, has ‘many things in its favor torecommend it—including the fact of singleownership and esthetically, its ideal.’Harmon saidthere were many ‘nice features’ about the 860acres offered by millionaire land developerGeorge Capron for the world-wide exposition.“The land offered by the 78-year-old Capronis apparently located in northern Dana Pointbetween the Pacific Coast Highway and theocean. However, he said, the rugged terrainwouldbe a problem…and the fact that it is out of thearea as far as major tourist attractions areconcerned.“He also cited the lack of motel and hotelaccommodations as a possible problem. Thecommittee meets next week to narrow down afield of nine of ten possible locations.” (Excerptfrom an article in the Dana Point Lamplighter ofOctober 22, 1964)
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Inside youwill find all of our activitieswith someof our vintage photos plus a form to become amember. These brochures are available at theChamber of Commerce office and can be used toacquaint non-members with our Society. Please pickup a few and use them as needed to encourage friendsto join.

At our program meeting last month, wevisited the Surfing HeritageFoundation, founded in 2000 by DickMetz, and their collection of surfboards from thepast (1900) to the present. We were able to seehow the surfboard has evolved and also how theFoundation is preserving the local and worldhistory of surfing. Currently on display are about40 percent of their board collection, which includestwelve-foot boards, hollow boards, laminatedboards, and even the “historic” board used in themovie Apocalypse Now by actor Robert Duvall.These are the boards used by big name surfers likeDick Metz, Duke Kahanamoku, Hobie Alter, andDaleVelzy, names that even non-surfers recognize.Their collection includes surfboards but alsopersonal scrapbooks, home movies, magazines,and promotional posters of the surfing industry.All of their “soft” collection is being digitized, andtheir library is available for personal research.Their mission is to preserve, present, andpromote surfing’s heritage for the appreciation andeducation of current and future generations and toachieve the goal of surfing being more accuratelyunderstood, represented, and enjoyed. The DanaPoint Historical Society wholeheartedly supportsthis Foundation. To this end, the Surfing HeritageFoundation’s long range goal is to establish aSurfing HeritageMuseum to be able to better sharethis wealth of historywith the general public. Sincesurfing is a world class sporting event and manyof its legends and heroes are from SouthernCalifornia, andmore specifically Dana Point, withKiller Dana, Doheny, Salt Creek, and the shops ofHobie Sports, the Foundation is hoping to establishthis world class museum as a destination museumhere in Dana Point.In cooperation with the City of Dana Point, aconsultant’s study has been conducted with localcommunity focus groups to take input for thefeasibility of such a museum. The result of thisstudywill be presented to the City Council onApril15th. The Dana Point Historical Societyencourages its members to attend this meeting insupport of the proposed project.
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harbor. He had just been reelected to a third term whenhe died in 1958.After his death, a second will, dated in1956, was filed naming Miss Everett as executrix ofhis estate and leaving her half of his estate. Originally,the first will, dated in 1952 and filed shortly after hisdeath, had left all of his estate to his wife. Although asurprise to many, the second will was not contested.Miss Everett died in 1981 in Laguna Beach.Another hoard of lampswas retrieved in 1989whenthe Dana Point Plaza was reconstructed and several oldlanternswere restored and reinstalled.Marjorie Kinkaidhad rescued 17 copper lanterns from a scrap heap afterWWII by buying them iron poles and all. Her dreamwas to see them back on the sidewalks shining in theirold glory. After her death in 1983, the lamps ended upin the garage of BobMeyers, who owned theDana PointHardware store in the plaza and who was instrumentalin getting the County to do the reconstruction of theplaza.So, once again, more old lamps have been saved.We have located a glass manufacturing business toreplace one of the missing glass inserts, and soon it,too, will shine.
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